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AUSTRALIA. 23 Nov.—Swiss Loan. The Treasurer announced the 
completion of arrangements for a Swiss loan to the Commonwealth 
Government of 60 m. Swiss francs (about £A6 m.) at 4 per cent interest. 
The term.of the loan was fifteen years, with the option of repayment 
after twelve years. 

27 Nov.—A.N.Z.U.S. Pact. Mr Casey, Minister for External 
Affairs, told the House of Representatives that A.N.Z.U.S. had proved 
immensely valuable to Australia as a channel of regular consultation 
with the United States and New Zealand and had given Australia a real 
voice in Pacific strategy. It was not designed solely against Japanese 
aggression but as a safeguard against any aggression. The three parties 
would always be ready to consider any measures for strengthening 
Pacific defence, but the political conditions essential to a wide security 
alliance in the Pacific did not as yet exist. 


AUSTRIA. 25 Nov.—Foreign Minister. Dr Leopold Figl, the former 
Chancellor, was appointed Foreign Minister in succession to Dr 
Gruber. 

Western Note to Russia re peace treaty (see U.S.S.R.). 


BELGIUM. 19 Nov.—E.D.C. Speaking in the debate on the European 
Defence Community treaty, M. Spaak, Socialist, urged ratification of 
the treaty on the ground that the question was no longer whether 
Germany was to rearm but how she was to rearm and that the only 
alternatives were that the United States would rearm Germany directly 
or that Germany would become a full member of N.A.T.O. He believed 


that Germany would become stronger if kept outside the E.D.C. He J 


agreed with the Government on the question of democratic control of 
the E.D.C. by means of a European political community, and he also 
supported M. van Zeeland’s desire for negotiations with Russia with 
a view to establishing a peaceful co-existence between east and west. 

26 Nov.—E.D.C. Treaty. The Chamber of Representatives voted by 
148 votes to 49, with 3 abstentions, in favour of the Bill to ratify the 
European Defence Community. Among the opponents were g Christian 
Social members, 29 Socialists, 4 Liberals, 6 Communists, and 1 Inde- 
pendent pro-Communist. 


BRITISH GUIANA. 19 Nov.—Five members of the deposed Govern- 
ment began a hunger strike, allegedly as a protest against the diet in 
their detention camp, the continuance of martial law, and the use of 
heavy bombers against Africans in Kenya. 

24 Nov.—Nazrudeen, a member of the P.P.P. executive committee, 
was arrested on a charge of sedition. 

25 Nov.—Mr Bowman, another member of the P.P.P. executive, was 
arrested and charged with sedition. 

3 Dec.—Constitutional Commission (see Great Britain). 


BURMA. 19 Nov.—Communist Activity. The War Ministry 
announced the capture of the Communists’ headquarters in the Bassein 
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district of the Irrawaddy delta, 100 miles west of Rangoon. It was also 
announced that on 17 November the Communists had mined the 
\landalay-Maymyo train, killing fifteen people and injuring at least 
rwenty-three. On the same day rebels had attacked three police posts in 
the Khalauk Chaik area, but had been dislodged after several hours’ 
hting. 

na prow te strong force of Karen rebels, aided by Chinese Nationalist 
werrillas, attacked a passenger train and an armoured escort train be- 
tween Pegu and Thaton on the Rangoon-Moulmein line. Two police- 
men and a civilian were killed. After forcing the escort to retire, the 
rebels looted the trains, burned the carriages, and blew up the rails. 

23 Nov.—Government forces recaptured Mawchi, 150 miles north- 
ast of Rangoon, against stiff opposition. (The British-owned wolfram 
mines at Mawchi had been in rebel hands since 1949.) 

30 Nov.—Great Britain. Negotiations for an Anglc-Burmese 
defence agreement began in Rangoon. 


CANADA. 19 Nov.—Atomic energy exchange (see United States). 

Protest re publication of secret information (see United States). 

23 Nov.—U.S. Note re Mr Gouzenko (see United States). 

25 Nov.—Canadian reply to U.S. Note (see United States). 

30 Nov.—Mr Gouzenko. The Toronto Telegram published a state- 
ment by Mr Igor Gouzenko in which he said he had decided not to 
testify in the United States because the danger to his family and himself 
involved U.S. and Canadian security. 

1 Dec.—Agreement on transatlantic telephone cable (see Great 


Britain). 


CEYLON. 24 Nov.—Sir John Kotalawala, Prime Minister, declared in 
the House of Representatives that Ceylon accepted the principles of the 
U.N. Charter and, although voted out more than once, would continue 
to seek membership. Ceylon also valued her membership of the Com- 
monwealth and would extend a hearty welcome to the head of the 
Commonwealth, the Queen of Ceylon. In all international relations 
Ceylon would continue to have an independent approach without 
iligning herself to any Power or bloc. She would pursue peace, and 
would endeavour to preserve the friendliest relations with her immediate 
neighbours. 


(HINA. 23 Nov.—North Korea. A ten-year economic and cultural 
agreement between China and North Korea was signed in Peking by Mr 
Chou En-Lai and by Marshal Kim II Sung of North Korea. The main 
item of the agreement was a Chinese gift to North Korean rehabilitation 
ofasum equivalent to £112 m. to be supplied in kind over a three-year 
period from 1954. Peking Radio said that China had also agreed to 
wite off the costs of all supplies sent to North Korea during the 
Korean war and to restore as soon as possible to Korean civilian control 
the railway and air services in North Korea which had been taken over 
by the Chinese military. The two countries had also agreed that China 
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China (continued) 

should send technicians to North Korea to help in reconstruction and 
that North Korea should send technicians to China to learn produc. 
tion technique. The agreement was open to a ten-year extension. 


CUBA. 1 Dec.—United Railways of Havana. The deed of sale fo; 
the Government’s purchase of the British-owned United Railways o 
Havana and all its subsidiaries in Cuba was signed in Havana. The 
purchase price of $13 m. was paid at the same time. 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA. 30 Nov.—A military court in Prague found ten 
Czechs guilty of high treason and espionage and sentenced two of 
them to life imprisonment and the others to terms ranging from ten 
to twenty-five years. 


Denmark had been released and expelled with the order never to 
return. 


EGYPT. 21 Nov.—United States. Mr Caffery, U.S. Ambassador, 
called on Dr Mahmoud Fawzi, the Foreign Minister, to protest against 
a criticism of American policy made in a speech by Lt-Col. Nasser, 
Deputy Prime Minister, on 20 November. Col. Nasser had stated tha 
the United States gave Egypt nothing but promises and that U.S. policy 
was hand in glove with that of Britain. Mr Caffery assured Dr Fawzio 


America’s friendship and support for Egypt. 

Turkey. It was learned that the Government had decided to ask the 
Turkish Government to recall its Ambassador in Cairo, Mr Hulusi 
Fuat Tugay. Mr Tugay was reported to have publicly attacked the 
Government for confiscating the wealth and property of the Egyptian 
royal family. His wife was a cousin of ex-King Farouk. 

22 Nov.—Goodwill mission to Germany (see Germany). 

Arrests. Mrs Butcher, a Greek-born British subject by marriage, wa 
expelled from Egypt ‘for security reasons’ after having been arrested 0 
19 November. Her release followed a protest by the British Consul 
General. 

23 Nov.—The Egyptian authorities arrested Mr Clarke, a British 
journalist. Another British subject, Mr Bloom, was released after two 
days in prison, following representations by the British Consul-General 
He was given two months to leave the country. 

24 Nov.—British concern re increasing incidents in the Canal Zone 
(see Great Britain). 

Mr Clarke was ordered to leave the country. 

25 Nov.—Canal Zone Incident. Five armed Egyptians entered the 
Y.M.C.A. ‘Lido’ at Ismailia and held up and robbed members of the 
staff. Two motor cars were also stolen from outside the building. 

27 Nov.—The body of a Greek manager of a N.A.A.F.I. store neat 
Ismailia was found with stab wounds in the throat and back. 
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Expulsion. Mr Clarke was granted one month to put his affairs in 

er. 

- Nov.—Canal Zone Negotiations. Gen. Nagib told the press 
that the Egyptians had gone as far as they could to meet the British 
inthe Canal Zone negotiations, and it remained for the British to close 
the gap. The points still at variance were: (1) whether the maintenance 
staff to remain at the base were to wear uniform; British insistence on 
thishad aroused Egyptian suspicions; (2) whether, as the British wanted, 
any attack on Turkey should provide grounds for making the Canal 
hase reavailable. Gen. Nagib said the Egyptians were not fools and if 
there were a real threat of war in Turkey, they would be on the alert 
and ask for means to defend themselves. 

Sudan. In a broadcast to the Sudanese people Gen. Nagib said 
Egypt had no ambitions in the Sudan other than to liberate it from the 
alien. He urged the Sudanese to unite in the face of an ‘extremely 
cunning opponent who may resort to unimaginable means to stir up 
trouble’. This opponent might start sedition in the Sudan, or protest 
that the Sudan defence force was inadequate for the defence of the 
Sudan, or it might incite a foreign country to provoke or attack the 
Sudan so as to prolong its own stay in the south of the valley. In any 
case it was bound to resort to economic pressure. 

Canal Zone. The Minister of Commerce, Industry, and Supply 
issued an order banning the transport of commodities and raw materials 
to any place in the Canal Zone without a permit from the Ministry. 

Amilitary tribunal sentenced eleven people to two years’ hard labour 
and fined them £500 each for supplying ‘contraband’ food to British 
forces in the Canal Zone. 

2 Dec.—Trials. The Revolutionary Tribunal found Prince Abbas 
Halim guilty of treason and imposed a suspended sentence of fifteen 
years’ imprisonment. (This meant that he was released but that the 
sentence would be immediately enforced if he committed another 
offence within fifteen years.) 


EUROPEAN FOREIGN MINISTERS’ CONFERENCE. 26 Nov.— 
A conference of the Foreign Ministers of ‘Little Europe’ (France, 
Belgium, the Netherlands, Luxembourg, Federal Germany, and Italy) 
opened in The Hague. Signor Pella and Dr Adenauer were both 
present, but M. Bidault was prevented by the French Assembly debate 
on the E.D.C. from attending the opening sessions. 

M. Blech, Foreign Minister of Luxembourg, declared in an opening 
speech that the time had come for governmental decisions in regard to 
the formation of a European political community. 

28 Nov.—It was announced after the final session that the Ministers 
tad agreed that the lower Chamber of the proposed European assembly 
should be elected by direct universal suffrage immediately the treaty 
became effective, instead of waiting for three years as the Dutch dele- 
ition had urged. The Ministers had also made progress towards agree- 
ng how the community’s executive council and its president should be 
‘pointed, and had agreed in principle on the creation of a European 
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European Foreign Ministers’ Conference (continued) 
court. It was agreed that the new community should include the q 
and steel community and the defence community as soon as it came ini 
existence. The Ministers decided to set up a commission to draft the 
treaty establishing the political community. It was directed to prepare, 
report by 15 March 1954. 

The Saar. After the end of the conference M. Bidault and ) 


talks that the negotiations would be continued in Paris on 11 December, 


FORMOSA. 29 Nov.—South Korea. Following talks betwee 
President Syngman Rhee of South Korea and Gen. Chiang Kai She 

a statement was issued reaffirming their faith in freedom and the 
determination to carry on the fight for the liberation of ‘enslave 
brethren’. It pledged the signatories to ally themselves with fry 
countries in Asia, and appealed to free Asian Governments and people 
to organize a united anti-Communist front for which they hoped fy 
moral and material support from others, particularly those bordering 
the Pacific such as the United States. They added that all efforts would 
be exerted to ‘safeguard the freedom of anti-Communist prisoners in 
Korea’. 


FINLAND. 25 Nov.—Trade agreement with Russia (see U.S.S.R.), 


FRANCE. 19 Nov.—Resumption of Saar talks (see Germany). 
Saar. The Council of the Republic passed the Bill ratifying the 
Franco-Saar agreements by 297 votes to 16 (Communists). 
Foreign Affairs Debate. Speaking in the debate in the Assembly on 
foreign affairs, M. Robert Schuman, the former Foreign Minister ant 
signatory of the E.D.C. treaty, said that Parliament might refuse t 
ratify the E.D.C. treaty but it could not continue to put off the decision 
and that the Saar issue must not be used as a pretext for endless delay 
France, he said, should not continue to condemn herself and her allies 
to a status quo of inactivity in the hope that one day Russia might com 
to some arrangement, and he emphasized that the coming into force 0 
the E.D.C. treaty need not provoke Russia since it was only a fe 
months after the formation of N.A.T.O. that the four-Power meeting 
at the Palais Rose in Paris had led to the lifting of the Berlin blockade 
He said the restoration of German military sovereignty could never 0 
a solution for France, Germany, or anyone else, and he reminded the 
Assembly that though the acceptance of E.D.C. would be a turning 
point in the future of France, so too would be its rejection, for this wa 
not only a German question but concerned France’s allies as well. Itw 
a chance that might never come again. 
20 Nov.—M. Bidault, Foreign Minister, replying to the debate int 
National Assembly, said that Gen. Juin had confirmed categorically th 
German military units were necessary for the defence of Weste 
Europe, and he reminded the Assembly that in February 1952 !t had 
approved the idea of a European army and had formally taken a posit! 
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against the reconstitution of a German national army and a German 
eneral staff. He said that the Government considered that the inter- 
retative protocols of the E.D.C, treaty took into account France’s 
special situation in E.D.C. and resolved in a satisfactory manner certain 
dificulties. He warned the Assembly that if the Bonn agreements had to 
be negotiated again or if, as a result of an alternative plan to E.D.C. being 
proposed, Germany were to regain her military sovereignty, then 
Germany alone would be qualified to negotiate with Russia for the 
settlement of the German question, ‘and the quest for conversations 
between Russia and the west would become impossible’. On the ques- 
tion of British association with E.D.C., M. Bidault said Britain now 
recognized that this should result in a treaty between Britain and the six 
member nations of E.D.C., ‘linking the military engagements entered 
into by Britain in Europe and her co-operation with E.D.C.’ In regard 
to the Saar he insisted that in no case could France renounce her posi- 
tion that a settlement of this question must precede E.D.C. ratification. 
He asked what were the alternative policies to E.D.C. Neutralization 
would not do. If Germany were admitted to N.A.T.O., what would 
become of the guarantees against German rearmament provided for in 
the E.D.C. treaty? If France rejected the treaty, the question of German 
rearmament would still remain, and though France might be able to 
veto Germany’s entry into N.A.T.O. there was the fear that the collapse 
of E.D.C. would lead to a crisis in the Atlantic system. (M. Bidault was 
taken ill while speaking and half of his speech was read for him.) 

22 Nov.—M. Frachon. M. Frachon, secretary-general of the Con- 
federation Générale du Travail was arrested on a charge of attempting 
to demoralize the French armed forces and attempting to sabotage the 
French war effort in Indo-China. 

24 Nov.—Foreign Affairs. Replying in the debate, M. Laniel, Prime 
Minister, said that at the Bermuda conference the French attitude to- 
wards negotiations with Russia would be that there must first of all be 
an expression of a reciprocal desire to converse, and secondly there must 
be agreement on one or more subjects of negotiation. France would 
work to make negotiations with the U.S.S.R. possible, but she would 
refuse to do so by abandoning what had already been undertaken and 
had borne fruit. He reaffirmed that the Government would stand by the 
Assembly resolution of 28 October and adopt all means towards a 
general negotiated peace in Asia. After referring to the Chinese Foreign 
Minister's statement of 8 October that the Korean conference could 
help to settle ‘other questions’ besides Korea, he said that the French 
Government, which had long emphasized the ‘inter-dependence’ of 
Korea and Indo-China, was prepared to enter into discussions with the 
Peking Government, either at the Korean conference, at an enlarged 
s conference, or at a parallel one. In the meanwhile the French military 
tort would not be slackened, though France remained ready to study, 
with the Associated States, any cease-fire proposals the enemy might 
put forward, 

In regard to the E.D.C. treaty, M. Laniel said that his attitude at 
Bermuda would be unchanged—namely, that Parliament should not be 
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France (continued) 

asked to ratify it until a Saar settlement had been reached, the addi. 
tional protocols signed, and an agreement with Great Britain concluded 
He emphasized that, in terms of coal and steel production, if the Saar 
output were detached from that of France and absorbed in that of 
Germany the unbalance created would mean virtually the ruin of the 
Schuman Plan and that therefore, before restoring independent powers 
to Germany, they should obtain an explicit undertaking that those 
powers would not be used to endanger France’s legitimate interests in 
the Saar. He said the negotiations with Britain were making good 
progress and he pointed out that E.D.C. was only one element in the 
context of the Atlantic Pact and that therefore they would ask that 
during its first years Europe should not be exposed to the risk of seeing 
British and American forces withdrawn. M. Laniel concluded his speech 
with a reaffirmation of his belief that a united Europe was the only 
solution to the age-long problem of Franco-German rivalry. 

25 Nov.—M. Laniel announced that the Government would put 
forward as a matter of confidence a motion submitted by the president 
of the Independent Republican group of which the relevant passage 
read: ‘The National Assembly, recalling the Prime Minister’s investi- 
ture speech which was approved by a very large majority, demands that 
the continuity of the policy of building a united Europe be assured and 
approves the declarations of the Government’ (i.e. in the speeches of 
M. Laniel and M. Bidault in the current debate). 

26 Nov.—High Council. The third annual meeting of the High 
Council of the French Union opened at the Elysée Palace. In welcoming 
the delegates, President Auriol said that the High Council appeared 
clearly to be the organ of co-operation wherein the general policies of 
the member States should be defined, and he described the French 
Union as ‘a great and fraternal community, consisting of France, with 
its oversea departments and territories, and the independent, sovereign, 
and freely associated states with equal rights and duties, who are solemn- 
ly pledged to pool their resources and co-ordinate their efforts to 
develop their respective civilizations, increase their prosperity, and 
assure their security’. President Auriol recalled that in 1946 Ho Chi- 
Minh, who headed the Viet-Namese delegation to Paris, had above all 
insisted on the union of Cochin-China with Annam and Tongking. 
He said: “The unity of the three provinces has been achieved. The State 
of Viet-Nam has been created, sovereign and independent. With 
equal rights and duties it is freely associated with France in the French 
Union, where it will find strength and prosperity. What more is needed 
for the re-establishment of peace? Those who will not hear the call that 
I once more address to all true patriots will prove that it is not liberty 
that they want but the enslavement of their peoples to an alien ideology.’ 

Russian Note to western Powers (see U.S.S.R.). 

27 Nov.—Foreign Affairs Debate. M. Laniel’s Government 
received a vote of confidence by 275 votes to 244 on the motion sub- 
mitted on 25 November. The Socialists voted against the motion. Most 
of the eighty-five ex-Gaullist members of the Government majority 
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abstained, their spokesman, M. Delmas, having explained that they 
yould do so only to avert a crisis: while approving the construction of 
,united Europe, they could not approve the implication in the motion 
of a continuance of the present policy. 

jo Nov.—Ho Chi-minh’s peace terms (see Indo-China). 

1 Dec.—M. Herriot. M. Herriot announced his intention to resign 
his office of President of the National Assembly owing to ill health and 
his eighty-one years. 

2 Dec.—Indo-China: The Government issued a statement in 
which it recalled that the French Government had twice recently made 
clear its view on the cessation of hostilities in Indo-China and said that 
it was now open to the Viet-Minh to make known its own proposals 
through official channels. Any such proposals would be carefully 
examined in agreement with the Associated States, as it was the inten- 
tion of the French Government to take all possible steps to re-establish 
a lasting peace which would guarantee the independence of the States 
and the liberty and security of their citizens. 


GERMANY. 19 Nov.—West Germany. E.P.U. Professor Erhard, 
Minister for Economy, speaking at Bad Godesberg, strongly criticized 
the European Payments Union, declaring that it was bound to fail 
because it lacked the courage to influence national economies, and that, 
with its existing methods, it could not achieve free convertibility of 
currencies. He was especially critical of the system which allowed 
debtor countries to postpone liberalization measures at the expense of 
creditors, asserting that manipulation of the liberalization clause had 
become a means of restoring a member’s balance of payments and that 
the E.P.U. had thus become a system in which the economically stable 
countries stood together to finance the disequilibrium of others. He 
demanded three reforms of the Union: (1) uniform liberalization clauses 
for all members; (2) 100 per cent gold payments for debtor countries; 
(3) action to make members achieve internal stability. He also suggested 
that it might be possible for many members, among them Britain and 
Germany, to go over to joint convertibility of their currencies. In regard 
to the German economy he said he would fight relentlessly against 
cartels and all other forms of restrictive practices. 

Berlin. New Newspaper. The B.Z., an illustrated newspaper which 
ceased publication during the war, reappeared following its licensing by 
the U.S. High Commission. All three parties in the west Berlin Assem- 
bly had opposed its reappearance. The City Assembly declared that the 
High Commissioner’s decision was ‘a blow to confidence and co- 
operation between west Berlin and the United States authorities’. The 
U.S, High Commission issued the text of a letter sent to the U.S. 
Commandant in Berlin informing him of his decision to grant a licence. 
In it Dr Conant expressed his desire to give up the licensing power still 
held by the allied authorities in Berlin. He also defended his decision to 
license the new newspaper with the argument that a refusal could 
Properly have been interpreted as discrimination against a Berlin 
enterprise and as protection of a ‘quasi-cartel situation’. 
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Germany (continued) 

Saar. Talks on the Saar were resumed by Dr Adenauer and yj 
Frangois-Poncet, the French High Commissioner. 

20 Nov.—West Germany. Werl Prison. The British High Com. 
mission issued a statement in reply to press allegations that conditions 
in Werl prison, where eighty war criminals were detained, had worsened 
since he took up his appointment in April. The statement said that all 
the allegations had been investigated and had been found to be totally 
unfounded. Sir Frederick Hoyer Miller, who had visited the prison 
himself, was satisfied that the prison administration was efficient and 
that its governor had always in mind the possibility of improving 
conditions. 

Hitler Film. Dr Gerhard Schroeder, Minister of the Interior, ban. 
ed the film, Until Five Minutes Past Twelve, on the ground that it was 
a glorification of Nazism and therefore likely to endanger the peace 
of the country, also that it might injure understanding between peoples 
and thus damage the Federal Republic abroad. 

East Germany. Arrests. The east German news agency, A.D.N., 
reported that the secret police had arrested three employees of the 
Siegfried Raedel artificial silk factory at Perna. It said that one of the 
men had tried to sabotage the works and the two others were in contact 
with the west German ‘espionage organization’. Provincial papers also 
reported the arrests of several members of the Leipzig Liberal Demo- 
cratic Party on the charge of being western agents and traitors. Another 
report claimed the arrest of an American agent at Warnemiinde. 

Berlin. Air Safety Talks. The four-Power conference on safety in 
the air corridors was resumed after an interval of eleven weeks. 

21 Nov.—East Germany. Interzonal Passes. The east German 
authorities announced the abolition of interzonal passes. The statement 
said that from 25 November west Germans would be required to show 
their identity cards at the border as well as residence permits obtained 
from the local authorities of the place which they intended to visit; east 
Germans ‘visiting west Germany would have to obtain a travel permit 
against which their identity cards would be temporarily surrendered; for 
travel between west Berlin and the Federal Republic only an identity 
card would be needed; west Berliners would also have to obtain an east 
German residence permit before entering the Soviet zone. 

Saar expulsion (see Saar Free Territory). 

22 Nov.—East Germany. New Ministry. The Neues Deutschland 
reported that Herr Heinrich Rau had been appointed to head a new 
Ministry for Machine Construction which would include the former 
Ministries for Heavy Machine Construction, for General Machine 
Construction, and for Transport and Agricultural Machine Con- 
struction. ; 

West Germany. Egypt. An Egyptian goodwill mission arrived 10 
Bonn to discuss the prospects of increasing trade between Egypt and 
west Germany. 

23 Nov.—U.S.—West German economic talks (see United States). 

East Germany. Occupation Costs. Herr Ulbricht, the east German 
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acting Chief Minister, sent a letter to the federal German Government 
through the federal representative in Berlin, urging the federal Govern- 
ment to press for the same ‘financial concessions’ as, he claimed, Russia 
had granted east Germany, and specifically for: (1) revocation of 
the London debts agreement and a moratorium on pre-war debts 
pending re-negotiation as part of an all-German peace treaty ; (2) cessa- 
tion of reparations deliveries ; (3) limitation of occupation costs, pending 
the signing of a peace treaty, to a maximum of 5 per cent of the east and 
west German budgets, Herr Ulbricht also urged revocation of the west 
German-Israeli reparations agreement. He maintained that no part of 
Germany was under any obligation to pay reparations to Israel and that 
the question could be settled at the peace treaty. 

Speaking to the press in Berlin, Herr Albert Norden, former deputy 
head of the (dissolved) east German information office, stated that the 
total burden of reparations, occupation costs, dismantling, etc. in west 
Germany between 1945 and 1953 amounted to 144,900 million marks, 
whereas the so-called Allied assistance programmes amounted to about 
12 per cent of what the ‘western imperialists’ had plundered. He stated 
further that the occupation costs for 1953 (the figure he gave was 9,600 
million marks) amounted to 34°5 per cent of the west German budget, 
and that in 1954, if the European army came into being, this burden 
would be increased by 12,000 million marks. He contrasted this with the 
5 per cent of the east German budget which he claimed the Soviet occu- 
pation costs would amount to in 1954. He also claimed that Soviet dis- 
mantling amounted to only a ‘tiny’ part of the destruction wrought by 
the German army in the Soviet Union, while the Allied dismantling was 
designed to check west German economic competition. He described 
reparations to Israel as ‘utterly unjustified’, benefiting, not the dead 
victims, but the ‘financial imperialists’ who had turned Israel into an 
American strongpoint. 

Religious Teaching. The east German authorities announced the 
following measures: (1) a decree providing that there should be no 
official opposition to religious instruction in schools; (2) provision in all 
schools of properly lit and heated classrooms for divinity and confirma- 
tion classes; (3) permission for teachers of divinity to apply for changes 
in school programmes so as to fit their classes in at convenient times. 

Berlin. American Gift of Butter. The west Berlin authorities 
began a distribution of 240,000 Ib. of butter to needy east Berliners over 
the age of sixty. It had been sent as a gift from the American people. 

24 Nov.—West Berlin Senate. The final composition of the new 
Senate was announced. It consisted of six Free Democrats and five 
Christian Democrats. 

West Germany. The Saar. Dr Adenauer and M. Frangois-Poncet 
had their fourth and concluding talk on the Saar. 

West Germany. Budget. The Cabinet approved Herr Schiiffer’s 
budget for 1954~55 which he had presented four months in advance of 
the new fiscal year, due to begin on 1 April 1954. The budget was 
balanced at 27,110 m. marks (over £2,300 m.)—a reduction of more 
than 700 m. marks compared with 1952-3, but the balance was 
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achieved on the premise that the total social product would increase by 
roughly 5 per cent and the yield from taxation be correspondingly 
higher, and also on the basis that the Federal Government’s share from 
the yield of income and corporation tax would be raised from 38 to 
per cent. Provision of 9,000 m. marks was made for the European Defence 
Community, and a monthly allocation of 950 m. marks was made for 
occupation costs up to June 1954. An allocation of 65 m. marks was 
made for the increase of the Federal frontier guards from 10,000 to 
20,000 men. Housing was given absolute priority over all other Federal 
Government investments. 

25 Nov.—Frontier Incident. Bavarian border police reported that 
Czech soldiers had killed two and wounded a third person who were 
apparently trying to cross into west Germany. One Czech soldier was 
reported hit by a return of fire. 

East Germany. Offer of all-German Talks. Speaking in the Volks. 
kammer, Herr Ulbricht, acting Chief Minister, referred to French fears 
of German rearmament which had been expressed in the French debate 
on the E.D.C., and he appealed to French workers, peasants, and 
bourgeoisie to join hands with the ‘German Democratic Republic’ to 
prevent a third world war. He said eastern Germany was always ready 
to negotiate with the Bonn Government and he suggested five ‘con- 
cessions’ which could result from all-German talks. First, an increase in 
interzonal trade; second, the removal of surviving restrictions on inter- 
zonal movement; third, an agreement on the numerical strength, dis- 
position, and arming of police forces in both halves of Germany; fourth, 
the creation of ‘a congress of intellectuals’ which would agree to an all- 
German policy on the suppression of militaristic literature and pro- 
paganda; fifth, arrangements for the unrestricted sale throughout 
Germany of all printed matter, excluding militaristic literature. 

26 Nov.—Soviet Note to Western Powers (see U.S.S.R.). 

27 Nov.—Prisoners of War. A further 429 German prisoners from 
Russia were delivered unexpectedly at the German frontier, bringing 
the total of returned prisoners to about 4,500. 

East Germany. The east German news agency A.D.N. reported 
that a court at Chemnitz had sentenced nine alleged ‘terrorists’ to terms 
of imprisonment ranging from one year to life, on charges of working 
for an American-run espionage service. 

West Germany. Foreign Travel Allowance. It was announced 
that the foreign travel allowance had been increased from 800 marks to 
1,300 marks for those wishing to attend winter sports abroad between 
1 December and 30 April 1954. Children under thirteen were also 
entitled to an increase of from 400 marks to goo marks. 

1 Dec.—Berlin. Allied Christmas Gift. The western commandants 
informed Dr Schreiber, the chief burgomaster, that the Allied Kom- 
mandatura had made 200,000 marks (about £16,600) available on the 
occasion of Christmas for needy Berliners. 

Danish release of war criminals (see Denmark). 

East Germany. Return of Soviet-controlled Industries. In 
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jccordance with the east German-Soviet agreement of August 1953, 
mn agreement was signed in Berlin providing for the return of thirty- 
three Soviet-controlled firms in eastern Germany to the east German 
Government. The return was made unconditionally. It was estimated 
that the industries accounted for 32 per cent of the industrial produc- 
tion of the Soviet Zone and employed about 16 per cent of the east 
German labour force. The plants included the Leuna and Buna 
chemical works at Merseburg but not the Wismuth A.G. Uranium 


Works in Saxony. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 19 Nov.—Nigeria. Mr Prest and Mr Akintola, two 
Nigerian Ministers of the Action Group party, told a press conference 
that they had come to London because of a letter received by the party 
fom the Colonial Secretary on the future status of Lagos. They had 
come to warn Mr Lyttelton that he could not rule colonial subjects by 
threats and a show of arms. The letter complained of had informed the 
party that any attempt to secure by force alteration of H.M. Govern- 
ment’s decision in regard to Lagos would be resisted and that any 
attempt to secure the secession of the Western Region from the Federa- 
tion would be regarded as the use of force. The letter had added that 
any free decision by the majority parties on some alternative decision 
regarding the status of Lagos would be considered by H.M. Govern- 
ment on its merits. Failing that, the decision of H.M. Government was 
final. 

19 Nov.—Pakistan. Mr Ghulam Mohammed, Governor-General of 
Pakistan, who was in London, issued a statement in reply to certain 
remarks made by Mr Nehru on 15 November (see p. 729). He said: 
(1) that reports that the Pakistan Government was negotiating with the 
U.S. Government for military assistance in return for American bases 
were absolutely baseless; (2) that in regard to Mr Nehru’s remarks that 
certain provisions of Pakistan’s proposed constitution were ‘mediaeval’ 
and undemocratic, Islam was a democratic religion and had always been 
liberal in concept and application; (3) that the sub-committee of the 
basic principles committee, in its report on minorities to the Con- 
situent Assembly, had given non-Muslims the same rights as Muslims 
and all necessary safeguards; the only reservation in favour of the 
majority population was that the head of the State must be a Muslim; 
this was no different in principle from the practice in many older demo- 
cratic countries. Mr Ghulam Mohammed said Pakistan would never be 
acamp-follower of anyone, nor would Pakistan accept a position in 
which she could be told by outsiders what to do about her Constitution, 
or her domestic or foreign policy. 

Exchange of atomic defence information (see United States). 

23 Nov.—Queen’s Commonwealth Tour. Queen Elizabeth and 
the Duke of Edinburgh left London at the start of their tour of Com- 
monwealth countries which was to include visits to Bermuda, Jamaica, 
New Zealand, Australia, Ceylon, Aden, Uganda, and Malta. 

Foreign Office Appointments. It was announced that Sir Gladwyn 
Jebb had been appointed Ambassador to France in succession to Sir 
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Oliver Harvey, and that Sir Pierson Dixon had been appointed per 
manent representative to the United Nations in place of Sir Gladwyy 
Jebb. Sir Harold Caccia, U.K. High Commissioner in Austria, had bee 
appointed to succeed Sir Pierson Dixon as deputy Under-Secretary 
Foreign Office. 

Persia. The Foreign Office stated that Mr Eden had sent a secon) 
message to Gen. Zahedi, the Persian Prime Minister, through the Swig 
Legation in Tehran. 

24 Nov.—Egypt. It was learnt at the Foreign Office that th 
British Embassy in Cairo had taken up with the Egyptian Governmen 
the question of increasing incidents in the Canal Zone which had rise 
during the week ended 21 November to 29, compared with 15 in the 
previous week. The Embassy had also protested against the arrest and 
expulsion of Mrs Butcher and had made representations about the 
arrest of Mr Bloom (see Egypt). 

25 Nov.—Polish Note (see Poland). 

Western Note to Russia on Austrian treaty (see U.S.S.R.). 

26 Nov.—British Guiana. The Colonial Secretary stated in ; 
written parliamentary reply that, although the security authorities were 
satisfied that a plot had existed to set fire to property in Georgetown, the 
Attorney-General had decided that the nature of the evidence was not 
suitable for prosecution of individuals in a court of law. 

Soviet Note to Western Powers (see U.S.S.R.). 

30 Nov.—Anglo-Burmese defence talks (see Burma). 

Uganda. Deposition of Kabaka of Buganda (see Uganda). 

Mr Lyttelton, Colonial Secretary, announced in the Commons the 
Government’s decision to withdraw recognition from the Kabaka of 
Buganda and outlined the events leading to the decision. 

Spain. It was announced that the 1951 Anglo-Spanish sterling pay- 
ments agreements would be extended for a further two years. The 
decision had been taken following Anglo-Spanish financial talks in 
Madrid from 17~28 November. 

1 Dec.—Telephone Cable to America. An agreement was signed 
between the General Post office, the American Telephone and Tele- 
graph Co., the Canadian Overseas Telecommunication Corporation, 
and the Eastern Telephone and Telegraph Co. of Canada for the pro- 
vision of the first transatlantic telephone cable which would be laid 
between Scotland and Newfoundland. The cost, of about {12°5 m, 
was to be shared between the United States and the Commonwealth: 
the United Kingdom was to bear 41 per cent of the Commonwealth's 
half share and Canada g per cent. The cable was expected to be com- 
pleted in 1956. 

Kenya. Sir Evelyn Baring, Governor of Kenya, arrived in London 
for talks with the Colonial Secretary. 

2 Dec.—Malta. Mr Lyttelton stated in reply to a question in the 
Commons that the Government had informed the Maltese Government 
on 19 September that it would be prepared to agree in principle to the 
transfer of responsibility for handling business relating to Malta to the 
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ome Secretary ‘who is the Secretary of State immediately concerned 
bs the Queen’s Minister in relation to the United Kingdom and neigh- 
houring islands’, As the Maltese Government had been defeated on 
,(Qctober it had been unable to give a firm reply. 

Uganda. In a debate on the Government’s decision to depose the 
‘abaka of Buganda, Mr Lyttelton emphasized the efforts he had made 


had been obliged reluctantly to withdraw recognition because the 
Kabaka had provided clear evidence of his intention to cease co-opera- 
tion with H.M. Government and with the Protectorate Government 
and to break the agreement. Mr Lyttelton quoted an assurance which 
had been given to the Kabaka to quieten apprehensions in Buganda 
concerning the possibility of East African Federation. This stated 
categorically that ‘Her Majesty’s Government had no intention what- 
ever of raising the issue of East African Federation either at the present 
time or while local public opinion on this issue remains as it is at the 
present time...” After receiving the assurance, Mr Lyttelton said, the 
Kabaka had not pursued that matter, and two points of disagreement 
had remained. The first was the refusal of the Kabaka to co-operate in 
the appointment of members to represent Buganda on the Legislative 
Council. This would have left Buganda without representation and 
would have been a critical matter for the Buganda. ‘The second point 
was his repeated demand that Buganda should be made an independent 
State. Mr Lyttelton said that the 1900 agreement had stated plainly 
that the status of Buganda would be that of a Province under the 
administration of the Uganda Protectorate, and he declared that if 
Uganda were split its prosperity and expanding national life would 
receive a fatal blow, He was convinced that the peoples of Buganda 
and the Provinces and Protectorates would not achieve the political, 
social, and economic progress to which they aspired unless the unity 
of the Protectorate was maintained. 

British Guiana. Mr Lyttelton announced that the constitutional 
commission for British Guiana would consist of: Sir James Robertson, 
formerly Chief Secretary of the Sudan (chairman); Sir Donald Jackson, 
Chief Justice of the Windward and Leeward Islands; and Mr G. Wood- 
cock, Assistant General Secretary of the T.U.C. 


GREECE. 20 Nov.—Balkan defence talks (see Yugoslavia). 

26 Nov.—Cyprus. The Foreign Minister stated that the issue of the 
union of Cyprus with Greece was being handled by the Prime Minister, 
Field-Marshal Papagos. It had been brought before the United Nations, 
but Greece preferred direct negotiations with Britain. If these negotia- 
tions failed, Greece would be free to seek by all suitable means a 
decisive solution. 

27 Nov.—Balkan Defence. Field-Marshal Papagos told Parliament 
that a military plan for the common defence of the Balkans had been 
prepared during the recent three-Power defence talks in Belgrade. After 
is approval by the three Governments it would be appended to the 
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Balkan Treaty. The Prime Minister expressed the wish that obstacles 

preventing Yugoslavia’s adhesion to N.A.T.O. should be removed. 
29 Nov.—Communism. The Ministry of the Interior announced 

the arrest of four ringleaders of a Communist underground network. 


INDIA. 20 Nov.—British Guiana. Dr Jagan, the deposed Prime 
Minister of British Guiana, arrived in India. 

27 Nov.—Foreign Contracts. The chairman of the Railway Board 
announced that the Government had ordered 480 locomotives from 
west Germany, Italy, Japan, and Austria at a cost of Rs. 180 m. 
(£13°5 m.). He said British quotations for the contracts had not been 
competitive. 

23 Nov.—Indo-China. A Paris newspaper printed an account of 
a press interview with Mr Nehru in Delhi during which Mr Nehru 
said he was ready to act as a mediator to end the war in Indo-China 
but that the time did not seem ripe yet. 

24 Nov.—Rejection of Mr Nehru’s offer (see Indo-China). 

30 Nov.—U.S.A. Mr Nixon, Vice-President of the United States 
arrived in Delhi for talks with Indian leaders 

2 Dec.—U.S.S.R. A five-year trade agreement with the Soviet 
Union was signed in Delhi. It listed the goods which were to be exported 
by each country and laid down the procedure for trade and shipping 
and for financial settlements. All transactions were to be paid in rupees 
and any balance left was to be convertible into sterling. 


INDO-CHINA. 20 Nov.—French and Viet-Namese parachute 
troops occupied the important Viet-Minh base of Dien Bien Phu, ten 
miles from the Laos border and about 120 miles west of Hanoi. Little 
resistance was encountered. 

21 Nov.—Viet Nam and France. M. Nguyen Van Tam, Viet- 
Namese Prime Minister, stated that the Viet-Namese reply to the French 
Note asking for a clarification of the Viet-Nam attitude, had been 
delivered on 16 November. It was reported to have reaffirmed French 
membership of the French Union and to propose a Viet Namese- 
French treaty on a basis of independence and equality. 

23 Nov.—Mr Nehru’s offer of mediation (see India). 

The French High Command reported a heavy battle in the ricefields 
thirty-five miles from Hanoi in which sixty-five rebels were killed. In 
an attack on a Viet-Namese battalion on the delta coast twenty-three 
rebels were killed. 

24 Nov.—Indian offer. M. Le Van Hoach, acting head of the Viet- 
Namese Government, turned down the offer of Mr Nehru the Indian 
Premier, to use his good offices to end the war. Mr Le Van Hoach said 
the Viet-Namese Government were ready to welcome the Viet-Minh 
rebels if they would lay down their arms and work loyally in the 
national community. 4) 

25 Nov.—Cambodia. M. Chan Nak, the new Prime Minister, 
declared that his all-party Cabinet was only a ‘Cabinet of transition. 
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He said he would resign immediately if his ministers refused to agree 
to the holding of elections for a new National Assembly. 

26 Nov.—King Norodom Sihanouk of Cambodia said in a broadcast 
he wished to surrender his powers to an elected Assembly and that the 
ill-party Government had been charged by him to hold elections. The 
King asked that ‘to complete his mission’ he should be allowed to lead 
the Cambodian delegation in the discussions with France on independ- 

ce. 

— Nov.—Ho Chi-minh. The press published a statement reported 
to have been sent by Ho Chi-minh, Viet-Minh leader, in reply to ques- 
tions sent him by a Swedish newspaper on the possibility of negotia- 
tions with France. In his reply Ho Chi-minh stated that if the French 
wanted to continue their war of re-conquest the Viet-Nam people 
would continue the struggle until final victory. But if the French 
wanted an armistice and to resolve the question by negotiation the 
people and the Government of the democratic republic of Viet-Nam 
were ready to examine the French proposals. The cessation of hostilities 
by the French would bring an armistice, but the basis of such an 
| armistice must be true respect for Viet-Nam independence on the 
part of France. Ho Chi-minh asserted that the United States was 
forcing France to weaken herself in the war in Viet-Nam so that 
America could take France’s place. The United States was also trying 
to force France to sign the E.D.C. treaty which marked the rebirth of 
German militarism. He said ‘the struggle of the French people ‘for 
their independence, for democracy, for peace and for an end to the 
Viet-Nam war constitutes one of the most important factors in a peace- 
ful settlement of Viet-Nam problems’. 

1 Dec.—The political bureau of the Emperor, Bao Dai, published 
a statement which said that there was no means of establishing the 
authenticity of the Ho Chi-minh statement and emphasized its un- 
oficial character; but it added that all those who were disposed to work 
within the framework of a united and independent Viet-Nam were 
‘permanently invited to join the national camp’. 

2 Dec.—French reply to Ho Chi-minh (see France). 


ISRAEL. 22 Nov.—Qibya Incident. Mr Ben Gurion, Prime Minister, 
broadcast a Government statement on the three-Power resolution sub- 
mitted to the Security Council on 18 November which it criticized for 
failing to call for direct negotiations between the two parties. It also 
claimed that the resolution discriminated between ‘the blood of one 
people and that of another’. In addition, the statement questioned the 
veracity of the report by Gen. Bennike, the U.N. chief of the truce 
supervisory organization, and sharply attacked the British Government, 
declaring that Britain was aware that the Jordan Government and the 
Arab Legion had not taken effective measures to prevent aggressive acts 
and that she could not divest herself of responsibility for her special 
position in regard to her Jordanian ally. 


ALY. 21 Nov.—Trieste. Signor Pella, Prime Minister, communi- 
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cated to the three western Ambassadors a reply accepting unconditiop. 
ally allied proposals of 13 November for a five-Power conference oy 
Trieste. 

24 Nov.—Prime Minister’s visit to Netherlands (see Netherlands), 


JAPAN. 19 Nov.—Soviet agreement to release prisoners (see U.S.S.R) 
United States. In a speech to the America-Japan Society, Mr Nixon 
Vice-President of the United States, emphasized that Japan mus 
rearm because she must be primarily responsible for her own defence. 
He appealed to Japan and South Korea to reconcile their differences, 
21 Nov.—Communism. The police made raids in several areas ip 
an attempt, which proved largely unsuccessful, to arrest seventeen 
members of the Communist Party who were alleged to have defied the 
emigration laws by attending a recent youth peace conference i 
Bucharest. 
22 Nov.—Release of Japanese fishermen by South Korea (see Korea), 
26 Nov.—Yugoslav contract (see Yugoslavia). 


KENYA. 20 Nov.—In a ten-hour battle south-west of Nyeri with two 
heavily-armed gangs, security forces killed 23 terrorists and captured 35, 

21 Nov.—A Nairobi city councillor, Mr Ofafa, was shot and gravely 
wounded by a terrorist in Nairobi. 

23 Nov.—Emergency Figures. It was announced that 102 terrorists 
had been killed and 80 captured during the week ended 21 November. 
Security forces lost one European and one African killed, and eight 
civilians were killed and two wounded. 

27 Nov.—Court Martial. Capt. Griffiths of the Durham Light 
Infantry was found Not Guilty on a charge of murdering a Kikuyu 
forestry worker. 

30 Nov.—Sir Evelyn Baring, the Governor, left for London. 

1 Dec.—The Appeal Court quashed the sentences and convictions 
of forty-four Kikuyu who had been sentenced to death by the Supreme 
Court for participation in the Lari massacre, and of four others who, 
being under eighteen, had been ordered to be detained during the 
Governor’s pleasure. 


KOREA. 19 Nov.—Political Conference. The Communist delegate 
insisted that neutrals, including Russia and four Asian countries, should 
be represented at the political conference, but conceded that they might 
have ‘non-voting status’. a 

21 Nov.—Prisoners. The Neutral Nations Repatriation Commission 
refused a renewed request of the Polish member that action should be 
taken to remove from compounds, if necessary by force, ringleaders 
whom he alleged to have imposed a reign of terror on the majority of the 
prisoners. 

An inquiry by the Commission into several alleged murders in the 
compounds had to be postponed owing to the defiant attitude of the 
prisoners. 
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22 Nov.--South Korea. Japan. A Pusan report stated that the 
South Korean navy had announced that it would be sending back to 
Japan 432 Japanese fishermen who had been arrested since September 
for fishing within waters enclosed by the ‘Rhee line’. They had been 
tried and convicted by Korean courts and were being released by the 
clemency of President Rhee. Sixty-five Japanese fishermen similarly 
convicted had already been sent home, but the Korean authorities did 
not intend returning forty-three Japanese craft seized since September. 

23 Nov.—North Korean-Chinese Agreement (see China). 

27 Nov.—Political Conference. Mr Dean suggested that the 
political conference should meet not less than four weeks and not more 
than six weeks after agreement had been reached on the agenda. He also 
said that Russia should attend as a full participant, and suggested 
further that neutral nations should be invited to attend as non-voting 
members, be entitled to speak only with the consent of both sides, and 
not be allowed to influence the agenda. 

South Korea. President Rhee of South Korea, accompanied by his 
Foreign Minister and Gen. Choy Duk-shin, flew to Formosa to confer 
with Gen. Chiang Kai-shek. 

Pusan Fire. More than 2,000 houses were destroyed by a fire in 
Pusan. 

28 Nov.—Political Conference. Mr Dean proposed that the follow- 
ing neutral nations should attend the political conference as non-voting 
observers: India, Sweden, Switzerland, Poland, Czechoslovakia, 
Pakistan, and Chile. (All these countries were already associated with 
the Korean problem in some capacity.) 

29 Nov.—Joint statement by President Rhee and Gen. Chiang Kai- 
Shek (see Formosa); 

30 Nov.—The U.N. and Communist negotiators met in full session. 
Mr Ki Sok-bok, the North Korean delegate, rejected Mr Dean’s latest 
proposal and submitted a Communist plan providing for the convening 
of the political conference at Delhi on 28 December and for the attend- 
ance of five ‘neutral’ nations—Russia, India, Pakistan, Burma, and 
Indonesia—as members with the right to take part in discussions. He 
said all decisions should be by unanimous agreement among the nations 
who had been signatories of the armistice agreement. 

1 Dec.—Prisoners. The neutral Repatriation Commission approved 
proposals of the U.N. Command that thirty pro-Communist South 
Korean prisoners should be interviewed daily for the next eleven days 
by five South Korean explainers. 

2Dec.—Thirty South Korean pro-Communist prisoners were inter- 
viewed by South Korean explainers. They all refused to be repatriated. 


MALAYA. 22 Nov.—Thirty terrorists raided the ‘model village’ of 
Yong Peng in Johore and seized arms and ammunition. 

24 Nov.—Singapore Loan. The Singapore Legislative Council 
agreed to lend the Federation Government $30 m. (Malayan) free of 
interest for the first ten years after which interest and repayment terms 
would be decided by the two Governments. 
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25 Nov.—British Financial Help. The High Commissione 
announced the gift by Britain of £6 m. to help in meeting the budget 
deficit caused by the emergency. 

Budget. The Financial Secretary introduced the budget in the 
Federal Legislative Council. It provided for a deficit of 222 m. Malayan 
dollars (about £26 m.). 


NETHERLANDS. 24 Nov.—lItaly. Signor Pella, Italian Pring 

Minister, arrived in the Hague two days before the conference of Euro. 

pean Foreign Ministers was due to open. It was stated that his early 

arrival was a return for the visit of Dr Beyen to Rome in February 1953, 
26 Nov.—European Foreign Ministers’ Conference, ¢.v. 


NIGERIA. 19 Nov.—Action Group Ministers’ visit to London to 
protest against Colonial Secretary’s letter in regard to Lagos (see Great 
Britain). 


PAKISTAN. 19 Nov.—Mr Ghulam Mohammed’s reply to Mr Nehru 
(see Great Britain). 

23 Nov.—Constitution. It was learned that the Government had 
asked Britain and Canada for expert advice in the final drafting of the 
Constitution. 

27 Nov.—Governor-General’s visit to Turkey (see Turkey). 

30 Nov.—Soviet Protest. The Soviet Ambassador delivered a Note 
which said that the Soviet Government could not regard with indiffer- 
ence reports of negotiations between the United States and Pakistan 
concerning the establishment of American air bases in Pakistan nor 
reports that the Pakistan and U.S. Governments were negotiating on 
the question of Pakistan joining in plans to set up ‘a military aggressive 
bloc in the Middle East’. It asked the Pakistan Government to clarify 
the matter. 

1 Dec.—In a broadcast Mr Mohammed Ali, Prime Minister, denied 
reports of military alliance talks with the United States and advised 
people not to be misled by ‘rumour mongering’ in the Indian press. He 
said Pakistan would not tolerate any interference in her foreign and 
domestic policy from any quarter, and would not be dictated to by 
any Power. 

U.S. denial of reports (see United States). 


PERSIA. 19 Nov.—Ministerial Appointments. Gen. Zahedi, Prime 
Minister, appointed Sayeddin Shadman as Minister of National 
Economy and Masud Maleki as Minister of Labour. 

21 Nov.—A military court acquitted all those accused of the murder 
of Brigadier Afshartoos, the chief of police under Dr Musaddiq. 

22 Nov.—Gen. Zahedi, Prime Minister, said in a broadcast that the 
aim in nationalizing oil was to get back the nation’s rights and get 
enough income in the future to enable the Government to cure the 
nation’s ills. The main goal was not to ruin the Abadan refinery or (0 
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bear the great expenses involved in looking after those installations. He 
estimated that the cost to Persia of the Government's failure to sell oil 
after it was nationalized was 4,000 m. rials (about £44 m.). The Musad- 
dig Government had sold only 120,000 tons of oil, and even that had not 
B been paid for. Gen. Zahedi appealed for support from the nation in 
solving the oil problem. 

23 Nov.—Message from Mr Eden to Gen. Zahedi (see Great Britain). 

28 Nov.—Great Britain. Another British Note was delivered to the 
Foreign Minister by the Swiss Minister. 

1 Dec.—Gen. Zahedi gave a full account of the political and econo- 
mic situation to a group of fifty political leaders, deputies, and business 
men. He emphasized the need for positive action. Most of the group 
supported the Government’s proposed policy. 

2 Dec.—Gen. Zahedi held further consultative meetings with 
national leaders to whom he explained that resumption of relations 
with Britain would expedite an oil settlement and improve economic 
conditions. 


POLAND. 19 Nov.—Notes in similar terms were handed to the repre- 
sentatives of the countries bordering on Germany. The Notes repeated 
the arguments of the Soviet Note of 3 November to the western 
Powers, and strongly criticized the proposed rearmament of Germany, 
the E.D.C. treaty, and the rejection of the Soviet proposal for a five- 
Power conference to discuss world tension. 

25 Nov.—Notes to Britain and U.S.A. Notes in identical terms were 
handed to the British and U.S. Ambassadors. Similar in context to those 
addressed to France and other west European countries on 19 November, 
they emphasized the dangers of German revisionist policy and accused 
the two Governments of aiming at transforming west Germany into an 
‘armed fist of the Atlantic system of aggression’ under the cover of a 
European defence system. 


SAAR FREE TERRITORY. 21 Nov.—Expulsion of Bundestag 
Candidate. Herr Walz, who had been returned to the west German 
Bundestag as a Christian Democrat in the recent federal elections, was 
expelled from the Saar. The reason given was that he had forfeited his 
Saar nationality by standing as a candidate. 


SOUTH AFRICA. 26 Nov.—U.S. Investment. Mr Louw, Minister of 
Economic Affairs, commented on references to South African condi- 
tions which had been made in a U.S. Department of Commerce survey 
of factors impeding U.S. private investment overseas. He criticized in 
particular a statement that ‘current political and racial tensions show 
signs of continuing aggravations and constitute the most important 
single deterrent to foreign investment’. 

27 Nov.—_Suppression of Communism Act. The Appeal Court 
ruled that there was nothing in the Suppression of Communism Act 
which deprived a person liable to be affected by an action of the 
Minister of Justice of the right to be heard. It also said that the mere 
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fact that the name of a person was on the list of those connected with 
unlawful organizations did not entitle the Minister to issue an orde 
against him as the person might have broken off his connection befor 
the Act came into force. 

30 Nov.—It was announced that the Government had relaxed jx 
ban on admission of natives from Southern and Northern Rhode, 
and from the British protectorates to attend educational institutiog 
in South Africa. It had stipulated that native students should atten 
either the non-European medical school of Natal University {fy 
medical, or Fort Hare College for other, studies. : 


SPAIN. 30 Nov.—Extension of Anglo-Spanish financial agreement 
(see Great Britain). 

U.S.-Spanish Agreement. The Cortes ratified unanimously th 
U.S.-Spanish defence agreement signed on 26 September. 


SUDAN. 19 Nov.—The Khartoum newspaper, Nil, reported a state. 
ment to the press by Sayed Sadiq, president of the Umma Party, to the 
effect that the Umma Party had been informed in a letter that the form 
of independence to which the Egyptian Government were prepared to 
agree would in fact bind the Sudan to Egypt in matters affecting the 
Nile waters, economic affairs, and defence. Sayed Sadiq said that when 
the Egyptian Government realized that the Umma Party would not 
agree to these terms it began to co-operate with the National Unionist 
Party. (Mr Eden had referred to the letter in his speech of 13 November. 
It was later reported that Major Salem, Egyptian Minister of National 
Guidance, had denied the existence of such a letter.) 

20 Nov.—The Egyptian representative on the electoral commission, 
Group Captain Hussein Zulficar Sabry, issued a statement declaring tt 
to be the Egyptian Government’s view that all electoral proceedings in 
the Equatoria and Kassala provinces should be suspended and al 
British administrators removed from the two areas. The statement gave 
details of three cases of alleged interference by British officials and 
claimed that they were representative of an enormous number of indict 
ments by the electoral commission. 

22 Nov.—It was announced that the electoral commission had reject: 
ed the Egyptian request as unjustified. In a cable to the Egyptian 
Minister for National Guidance, the commission stated that it had 
investigated a large number of complaints of interference, including 
several in Kassala and Equatoria, and had found that the facts did mot 
warrant the Egyptian conclusion. 

27 Nov.—Sudanization. The Governor-General announced tht 
appointment of nine Sudanese as deputy governors in the provinces, am 
of another Sudanese as Commissioner of Labour at Khartoum with the 
rank of deputy governor. 

30 Nov.—Elections. Incomplete results of the elections wel 
announced as follows: National Unionist Party 44 seats; Uma 
Party 21; Socialist Republican Party 3; Southern Party 7; SouthemiMnoun 
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Political Association 2; Independents 14. Five university seats remained 
to be decided on 10 December, and one result had not been announced 
pending an inquiry into alleged corrupt practices. 

The Umma Party executive announced that it did not recognize 
the validity of the elections as they had been influenced by Egyptian 
money and propaganda. 

Gen. Nagib’s broadcast to Sudanese (see Egypt). 


TRIESTE FREE TERRITORY. 19 Nov.—About 400 unemployed 
Triestines broke into the labour office and into the Town Hall, smashed 
doors and windows, and damaged furniture. The mayor and the trade 
unions received a deputation whose members complained about a 
recent decision of the Italian Government to assign a sum of money to 
the public works department of Zone A to find work for 1,000 former 
employees of the Anglo-American forces. The deputation described the 
decision as ‘favouritism’ and said it would only keep the other unem- 
ployed longer without work. They also accused Signor Bartoli, the 
mayor, of using the Trieste communes as an instrument of Italian 
irredentism. They claimed that the Italian Government had shown no 
interest in solving the fundamental economic problem of Trieste, but 
only in ensuring that more anti-Italian groups should not arise in 
Trieste. 

20 Nov.—Demonstrations by unemployed continued. Demon- 
strators again broke into the Town Hall and damaged the mayor’s 
offices. They also forced the municipal restaurant to give them free 
meals, 

The trial of twenty-three Italians arrested during the riots opened at 
the allied court. 

21 Nov.—Mounted police broke up another demonstration by about 


1,000 unemployed who tried to break into the Town Hall. 


22 Nov.—The Allied Military Government sent a Note to the Yugo- 
slav Military Government of Zone B calling attention to the conviction 
of seven Yugoslavs at an Anglo-American court for clandestine entry 
into Zone A and the distribution of unauthorized propaganda posters. It 
asked the Yugoslav Military Government to adopt measures to prevent 
arepetition. 

2 Dec.—The Yugoslav authorities reopened the zonal border to 
agricultural workers to allow them to cross in and out of Zone B. 


TURKEY. 20 Nov.—Balkan defence talks (see Yugoslavia). 
we Nov.—Proposed Egyptian demand for recall of Ambassador (see 
leypt). 

27 Nov.—Pakistan. Mr Ghulam Mohammed, Governor-General of 
Pakistan, arrived in Turkey on an official visit designed primarily to 
romote friendly relations between the two countries. 


UGANDA. 20 Nov.—lIn a statement to the Legislative Council, the 
Governor, Sir Andrew Cohen, reviewed the year’s progress and an- 
nounced certain prospective changes, including the decision to establish 
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Uganda (continued) 
a single civil service comprising both local and oversea officers with 
single rates of pay. He said {10 m. would be spent on African education 

23 Nov.—The Legislative Council approved a programme which 
provided, inter alia, for the progressive handing over of administrative 
powers to African local governments; a grant of £15,476,000 for educa- 
tion; improved medical services; and water supplies to rural areas 

30 Nov.—Deposition of the Kabaka of Buganda. The British 
Government withdrew recognition from the Kabaka of Buganda and 
required that he should leave the Protectorate. A state of emergency 
was declared in Buganda as a precautionary measure. 

Sir Andrew Cohen, the Governor, issued a long statement in which 
he said that the Kabaka had failed to carry out his obligations under 
the agreement of 1900 under which the British Government had 
agreed to recognize the Kabaka as the native ruler of Buganda so long 
as he co-operated loyally with the British authorities. In spite of 
warnings, he had persisted in refusing to accept British decisions on 
matters of major importance. The British decisions related to requests 
that a time schedule should be set for the independence of Buganda 
within the Commonwealth—involving the separation of the province 
from the rest of the Protectorate—and that Buganda affairs should be 
transferred from Colonial Office control to the Foreign Office. The 
requests had been put forward in connection with expressions of 
opposition to the possibility of Buganda being included in a future 
East African federation. 

In a message to the Buganda people the Governor expressed his 
deep distress at the grave action which the Kabaka’s attitude had made 
unavoidable. He reaffirmed his friendly feelings towards the Buganda 
people and promised to continue all his efforts to help them and the 
rest of the Protectorate forward. 

The Kabaka was served with a deportation order and left for London 
by air. It was stated that he would be free to live as he liked and that 
an appropriate financial settlement would be made for him. 

2 Dec.—Mr Lyttlelton on deposition of Kabaka (see Great Britain). 


UNITED NATIONS 
Food and Agriculture Organization 

23 Nov.—The seventh conference of F.A.O. opened in Rome. Mr 
Dodd, Director-General, reported that between 1948-50 and 1952-53 
in that part of the world for which F.A.O. had sufficient data—e. 
excluding the Soviet Union, China, and eastern Europe—production 
had increased by about 2-3 per cent, or 0-8 per cent more than the 
population increase. For foodstuffs alone the increase had exceeded 
population growth by about 0-7 per cent. The distribution of produc- 
tion between developed and under-developed regions remained, how- 
ever, ‘almost unchanged, unbalanced, and unsatisfactory’ and the most 
vital task was to ensure that production removed the worst inequalities. 
Mr Dodd emphasized the importance of technical assistance programmes 
as a means of remedying the situation. 
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General Assembly 
27 Nov.—U.N. Charter. The Assembly adopted measures in pre- 


paration for a possible general conference to review the Charter in two 
years’ time. Only the Soviet bloc opposed. 

" 48 Nov.—Korea Atrocities. The United States submitted a report 
on Communist atrocities in Korea which estimated that the probable 
total number of victims was 29,815 of whom 11,622 were United 
Nations military, 17,354 were civilians, and 839 unknown. 

29 Nov.—Disarmament. The Assembly endorsed by 54 votes with 
abstentions (Soviet bloc) the fourteen-Power resolution adopted by the 
Political Committee on 18 November (see pp. 741-2). 

South-west Africa. With South Africa alone in opposition, the 
Assembly decided to establish a new committee for examination of the 
question of South-west Africa in the light of the former mandates 
system, and to appeal to the Union to reconsider its refusal to transmit 
petitions and reports concerning the territory. On the motion of India, 
the Assembly changed the number of members of the new committee 
from nine to seven. 

30 Nov.—Atrocities in Korea. The United States, Britain, France, 
Australia, and Turkey presented a joint resolution expressing grave 
concern at reports of inhumane practices by North Korean and Chinese 
forces against United Nations troops and Korean civilians. The resolu- 
tion condemned the commission by any Governments or authorities of 
murder, mutilation, torture, and other atrocious acts against captured 
soldiers or civilian populations. Mr Lodge (U.S.A.) said it could not 
be ignored that the military and civil leaders of North Korea were 
for the most part Soviet citizens and that Soviet officers were at the 
top of the command over prison camps in North Korea. He estimated 
that 11,600 U.N. soldiers had been killed at or near the scene of battie, 
that 17,000 Korean civilians had been killed for political reasons, that 
1,940 prisoners had died from violent abuse, systematic neglect, and 
outright killing on long marches behind the battle zone, and that about 
7,300 prisoners had died in camps from the same causes. 

Sir Gladwyn Jebb (U.K.) said the Assembly could not ignore the 
US. report. The sponsors of the resolution had not asked the Assembly 
to commit itself to the view that the charges were proven, but according 
0 British sources of information there appeared to be no doubt that 
atrocities had been committed on a large scale. He emphasized the 
moderation of the wording of the resolution. 

1 Dec.—Mr Vyshinsky (U.S.S.R.) denounced the American atrocity 

documents as lies, forgeries, slander, and provocation, and he accused 
the United States of making the charges in order to ‘whitewash their 
own atrocities, comparable to those of Hitler’. 
_ After Mr Vyshinsky’s speech Mr Lodge circulated a statement offer- 
ig to amend the western Powers’ resolution to include provisions for 
“impartial commission if Mr Vyshinsky would agree that it should be 
fee to go anywhere in North Korea and China in search of facts. 

2 Dec.—Sir Gladwyn Jebb (U.K.) supported the United States’ 
Proposal for an impartial commission. 
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General Assembly—Budgetary Committee 

19 Nov. Staff Dismissals. ‘The Committee discussed the request of 
Mr Hammarskjéld, the Secretary-General, for wider powers to dismiss 
U.N. employees ‘in the interests of good administration’. The .s 
delegate announced his support for the request, as a ‘clarification’, main. 
taining that the Secretary-General had always possessed these powers, 
He said he would therefore oppose the payment of indemnities totalling 
nearly $190,000 which had been awarded by the U.N. administrative 
tribunal to eleven dismissed American employees on the ground that the 
dismissals were illegal. Sir Alec Randall (U.K.) was in favour of ap 
enlargement of the Secretary-General’s discretion provided it was 
accompanied by the safeguards against arbitrary and unfair decisions 
which Mr Hammarskjéld had proposed. He also said there was a strong 
case for clearer definition of the limitations of political activities by staff 
members, but he was doubtful whether the far-reaching texts proposed 
were advisable. 

2 Dec.—The Committee adopted by 41 votes to nil, with 8 absten. § 
tions, a new rule for staff regulations which stated: ‘Staff members 
may exercise the right to vote but shall not engage in any political activity 
which is inconsistent with, or might reflect upon, the independence and 
impartiality required by their status as international Civil servants.’ 

The Committee also agreed by 24 votes to 15, with 11 abstentions, 
to widen the Secretary-General’s powers to dismiss staff members. 
One of the three grounds for such action added to the staff regulations 
was that termination would be in the interest of good administration 
and in accordance with the Charter’s standards. (As a two-thirds 


majority would be required in the Assembly adoption of the provision 
was uncertain.) 


General Assembly—Political Committee 

19 Nov.—Disarmament. Mr Vyshinsky (U.S.S.R.) introduced a 
seven-point resolution entitled ‘Measures to avert the threat of a new 
world war and reduce tension in international problems’. It proposed 
unconditional prohibition of atomic and hydrogen bombs; one-third 
reduction of the Great Powers’ forces; a disarmament conference; and 
the elimination of bases on foreign soil. In a long speech attacking 
western policy, Mr Vyshinsky again called for a five-Power conference 
of Foreign Ministers and said that the forthcoming three-Power 
Bermuda conference would only increase international tension. 

23 Nov.—Mr Lloyd (U.K.) said Britain would vote against most 0: 
Mr Vyshinsky’s resolution. In rejecting the validity of Mr Vyshinsky’s 
condemnation of foreign bases, he pointed out that the Soviet Union 
always seemed to direct its propaganda against weapons in which they 
were weaker or against facilities they did not need. To ban foreign bases 
would not harm the Soviet Union but it would gravely impair the§ 
collective security of the free world. 

26 Nov.—Mr Vyshinsky (U.S.S.R.) denied that the western world 
had atomic superiority over the Soviet Union and ridiculed the claim 
that U.S. bases in England and on the continent were defensive. 
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The Committee rejected the Soviet resolution paragraph by para- 

aph. The votes were as follows: prohibition of atomic, hydrogen, and 
other weapons of mass destruction—32 to 5, 14 abstentions; reduction 
ofarmed forces—32 to 5, 14 abstentions; recognition that the establish- 
ment of military bases overseas increased the threat of war and under- 
nined national sovereignty—2g to 12, g abstentions; condemnation of 
war propaganda—3z to 6, 13 abstentions. 


General Assembly—Social, Humanitarian, and Cultural Com- 
mittee 

1 Dec.—Prisoners of War. Mr James Byrnes (U.S.A.) supported 
allegations by Japan, Italy, and western Germany that about 400,000 
of their nationals who had been taken prisoner had never been accounted 
for. He said the problem offered the Soviet Union an excellent oppor- 
tunity to prove the sincerity of its professed desire to alleviate world 
tension. The failure to release, repatriate, and account for all prisoners 
of war constituted serious violations of international law. 


General Assembly—Special (ad hoc) Political Committee 

23 Nov.—South African Racial Policy. Mr Jooste (South Africa) 
moved that the committee was not competent to discuss the question of 
apartheid as it related to matters within the domestic jurisprudence of 
the Union. He accused the U.N. commission on the racial situation in 
South Africa of taking a ‘definite anti-European and pro-non-European 
bias’ in its report (see p. 703) and of giving a complete distortion of the 
position in South Africa. He said that within sixty-three pages in one 
chapter alone there were sixty-four absolute errors of fact, and in addi- 
tion a large number of half-truths. He described as preposterous and 
mischievous the contention that South African racial policies were 
likely to impair the general welfare or friendly relations between 
countries. 

25 Nov.—Sir Walter Hankinson (U.K.) reaffirmed the British 
Government’s view that the Assembly was not competent to discuss 
matters which were essentially within the domestic jurisprudence of the 
Union. He said his Government regarded the U.N. commission as an 
illegal body, and it rejected the view that the U.N. Declaration of 
Human Rights constituted any legal obligation. 


General Assembly—Trusteeship Committee 

23 Nov.—Togoland. ‘The Committee rejected by 30 votes to 15 a 
British proposal that integration of British Togoland with the Gold 
Coast might be accepted as a satisfactory termination of the trusteeship 
agreement provided the Assembly’s consent were obtained first. Instead 
itdecided by a larger majority that the integration of British Togoland 
ot any part of it with the Gold Coast ‘before both territories attained 
self-government or independence’ would be contrary to the principles 
ind purposes of the trusteeship system. The resolution also asked the 
Trusteeship Council to re-examine the progressive development of both 
British and French Togoland towards self government or independence 
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United Nations (continued) 
and to report back to the Assembly. Another resolution adopted jp. 
vited the administering authorities to revise the electoral system so as tp 
allow all adults to qualify for the right to vote and to ensure direct and 
secret suffrage. A third resolution recommended the re-establishment of 
a joint council for Togoland. 


Security Council 

19 Nov.—Palestine: Qibya Incident. The Israeli delegation issue 
a statement condemning the three-Power resolution of 18 November a3 
‘one-sided and discriminatory’. It said that the language used was more 
extreme and intemperate than had ever been applied by the United 
Nations even to aggressive wars, and that the resolution came near to 
condoning armed incursions from Jordan. It also accused the three 
western Powers of refusing to consider the basic causes of regional 
tension and the need for a negotiated peace settlement and of ignoring 
the Israeli proposal for immediate discussion in the United Nations of 
border tension. 

23 Nov.—Trieste. The Council decided, in the face of strong 
Russian opposition, to postpone consideration of the Trieste question 
until the week of 8-15 December. 

24 Nov.—Palestine: Qibya Incident. Mr Eban (Israel) invokeda 
paragraph of Article xu of the general armistice agreement under 
which either party could require the other to meet it for the purpose of 
‘revising, reviewing, or suspending’ any provision of the agreement 
except the two articles expressly forbidding a resort to arms. As a result, 
the three-Power resolution was revised by its sponsors to include a 
reference to Israel’s move for a conference with Jordan under Article 
XII, and it instructed Gen. Bennike, when reporting to the Council with- 
in three months, to report on any agreement reached in pursuance of 
Israel’s request. The resolution was then adopted by 9g votes to none 
with the Soviet Union and the Lebanon abstaining. The Jordan delegate 
dismissed the Israeli move as a ‘patent effort to escape the Council's 
condemnation’ for the Qibya murders. He reiterated that he was not 
authorized to enter into negotiations. 


UNITED STATES.—19 Nov. Surplus Farm Products. Mr Benson, 
Secretary of Agriculture, said his department’s new foreign agricultural 
service had been given a further $250,000 to increase its work in ‘main- 
taining, regaining, and expanding foreign markets’ for United States 
agriculture. The Agriculture Department announced that the Commo- 
dity Credit Corporation had been authorized to sell a limited quantity of 
Government-owned wheat for export additional to that under the 
international wheat agreement. 

Atomic Information. Admiral Strauss, chairman of the Atomic 
Energy Commission, announced in a speech at Richmond that the 
United States, Britain, and Canada had decided to exchange inform:- 
tion concerning the destructive powers of atomic weapons and possible 
defences against them. He said the United States did not intend to 
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jisclose information about the nature of American atomic weapons. 

Canada. The Canadian Ambassador protested against the declassi- 
cation (removal from the secret list) of a letter from the F.B.I. to the 
White House which obtained information derived from Canadian 

urces. 

- Nov.—Security Investigations. Senator Wiley, Chairman of the 
Foreign Relations Committee, issued a statement in which he said that 
‘whether or not foreign reaction improves or worsens, our United 
States investigations are not going to be stopped by anything’. He 
regretted that there was a widening, and not a narrowing gulf, between 
the American view of the security problem and that of her allies, but he 
sid Americans had been deeply shocked by the disclosures of Commun- 
ist penetration into high offices and the laxity in failing to clean out 
Soviet agents. He assured friends of the United States that in spite of 
what was happening it had not lessened in its deep devotion to con- 
stitutional liberties. 

23 Nov.—Canada. It was reported that another Note—the third— 
had been sent to the Canadian Government asking that a congressional 
investigating committee be allowed to interview Mr Gouzenko (the 
former cipher clerk in the Soviet Embassy in Ottawa whose disclosures 
led to the exposure of a Communist spy ring in 1946). The third Note 
was sent as a result of a statement by Mr Gouzenko that he believed he 
could give advice which might lead to the exposure of existing spy 
rings in the United States ‘in a comparatively short time’. 

Mr Lester Pearson, Canadian Minister of External Affairs, in a speech 
to the English-Speaking Union of the United States in New York, 
appealed for tolerance amongst free nations and said that allies should 
accept each other’s assurances of sincerity and good faith in dealing with 
questions of security and subversion. He suggested that an occasional 
traitor in any ‘of our countries’ cculd not do as much harm to security 
as suspicion and lack of mutual trust could do to the co-operation and 
unity upon which allied security depended. 

Latin America. The White House issued a summary of a report on 
Latin America by Dr Milton Eisenhower, the President’s brother, after 
afive-week visit. Among his recommendations were: (1) that the United 
States should adopt and adhere to trade policies with Latin America 
which possessed stability, and with the minimum of mechanisms per- 
mitting the imposition of increased tariffs and quotas; (2) that the 
United States should adopt a long-range basic materials policy which 
would permit purchase for an enlarged national stockpile of certain 
imperishable materials when prices declined; (3) the amendment of 
«isting tax laws so as to remove cbstacles to private investment 
broad; (4) the floating of public loans for foreign currency costs of 
sound economic development projects for which private financing was 
not available; (5) the granting of authority to the President to make 
immediate grants of food from surplus American stocks to meet prob- 
kms caused by famine; (6) the vigorous support of various technical 
gencies operating as an integral part of U.S. activities in the organiza- 
ton of American States. The report stated that trade between the 
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United States (continued) 
United States and the Latin American countries in 1952 amounted ty 
$3,500 million in each direction. 

West Germany. Dr Erhard, west German Minister of Economics 
began talks with United States officials on trade and financial problems, 

24 Nov.—Canada. Mr Dulles told the press that the Canadiap 
Government had refused a first request of the State Department t 
allow an internal security sub-committee to interview Mr Gouzenko, 
The reason given for the refusal was that he had no information which 
had not already been communicated. 

Senator McCarthy. Senator McCarthy demanded in a broadcast 
how long the Administration was going to continue to send ‘perfumed 
notes’ in the style of the Truman-Acheson regime about the goo young 
Americans unaccounted for and those others shot down in Manchurig 
during the Korean war who were still being held by the Chinese. He 
suggested the Chinese could be forced to release every American bya 
blockade of their coast. He again violently attacked Britain for trading 
with Communist China. 

25 Nov.—Economic Aid. The Foreign Operations Administration 
published a summary of a recent report to Congress by Mr Stassen, the 
Administrator, which said that considerable reduction in United States 
military aid to western Europe would be possible in 1954 and that with 
a few exceptions economic aid could end. Aid would have to continue to 
Spain, Greece, and Turkey, and to France for the Indo-China war. 

Canada. Mr Gouzenko. The Government received a Note from the 
Canadian Government expressing its willingness to arrange for a con- 
fidential meeting between Mr Gouzenko at which anyone designated by 
the United States Government could be present. The arrangement 
would be subject to Mr Gouzenko’s agreement and would be under 
Canadian auspices. The Canadian Government also laid down that 
information secured at this meeting would not be made public without 
its approval (see also 23, November). 

Polish Note (see Poland). 

26 Nov.—Mr Gouzenko. Senator Jenner, chairman of the Senate 
internal security sub-committee, wrote to the Secretary of State asking 
him to tell the Canadian Government that the sub-committee could not 
receive evidence which was vital to the security of the United States 
alone and commit itself not to make that information available to 
Congress if necessary. He undertook, however, that if there were 4 
reason to keep the evidence secret, the sub-committee would use the 
discretion which it had always used in matters affecting ‘security and 
comity between nations’. 

Soviet Note to Western Powers (see U.S.S.R.). 

27 Nov.—Russian Note. The State Department issued a statement 
on the Russian Note which said: (1) that it was significant that it had 
been timed to coincide with the foreign policy debate in the French 
National Assembly and that it therefore appeared to be another attempt 
to impede progress on E.D.C.; (2) that it was an attempt to gloss over 
and overcome some of the disastrous consequences of the uncot- 
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romising nature of Soviet policy as revealed by the Soviet Note of 
; November which had shocked the world; it represented a tactical 
retreat and further evidence that Soviet policy was on the defensive and 
that the free world had the diplomatic and moral initiative; (3) from the 
sandpoint of real substance the Note was disappointing since it adhered 
o the positions stated in previous Notes which had been rejected by 
overwhelming votes in the United Nations General Assembly; (4) the 
Note would receive the most careful study, and the Bermuda con- 
ference would afford the opportunity for discussion between the three 
Governments. 

28 Nov.—Mr Gouzenko. Mr Dulles, replying to Senator Jenner’s 
letter of 26 November, said that he did not wish to ask the Canadian 
Government to change its position ‘because I believe that the United 
States itself would want to take a like position under similar circum- 
stances’. He believed that the Canadian Government was on solid 
ground in insisting that it should be the final judge of whether or not its 
interests were involved. 

Report on Korea atrocities (see United Nations, General Assembly). 

1 Dec.—Pakistan. The State Department denied reports that the 
United States was negotiating for air bases in Pakistan, and expressed 
surprise that Russia had protested to Pakistan on the basis of press 
reports which had been emphatically denied by the President and Mr 
Dulles (see Pakistan). . 

Agreement on transatlantic telephone cable (see Great Britain). 

Senator McCarthy. In a prepared statement to his press conference 
Mr Dulles referred to Senator McCarthy’s criticism of the Administra- 
tion and said that its burden was that it ‘spoke too kindly to our allies 
and sent them perfumed Notes instead of using threats and intimidation 
to compel them to our bidding’. To this he would reply that the 
policy of the Administration was to treat other free nations as sovereign 
equals, whether they were large or small, strong or weak. It was in the 
United States interest to assist certain countries, but that did not give 
the right to dictate their trade policies and make them satellites. Never 
in the United States history had good friends and allies been so im- 
portant. Russia’s possession of atomic power made it necessary to have 
bases in friendly countries so that the United States could retaliate if 
attacked. In addition, the United States counted on its allies to keep 
the balance of world power in favour of the free world. Th: United 
States would not demand of others what they themselves would reject 
it circumstances were reversed. Mr Dulles added that he had agreed 
these fundamentals of foreign policy with the President before he took 
othce and they still stood. 

2 Dec.—Troop Reductions. President Eisenhower told his press 
conference that any cuts in the strength of American forces made 
possible through economies would not affect units closest to hostile 
positions. Any reduction in strength could be attained only when 
political considerations made them possible. 

President Eisenhower also told the Press that he was in full agree- 
ment with Mr Dulles’ statement of 1 December and said that the 
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most powerful of the free nations must not permit itself to grow tire 
of the processes of negotiation and adjustment which were fund). 
mental to freedom. America’s military and economic assistance abroad 
was a part of its security programme, and the United States hoped ty 
contain these oversea elements of the security programme as long » 
America’s enlightened self-interest required, even though there might, 
and probably would, be differences of opinion with nations receiyi 
American aid. He emphasized that the only hope for survival in face 
of the world-wide Soviet military power was unity amongst fre 
nations. Freedom versus Communism was a life and death matter, The 
President said the Administration would continue to search for any 
subversive elements still in Government employ and to remove any 
found by congressional committees, but he was determined to protect 
the basic rights of loyal citizens. 


U.S.S.R. 19 Nov.—Release of Japanese Prisoners. An agreement 
was signed by Russian and Japanese Red Cross representatives provid- 
ing for the release of 1,274 Japanese, described as war criminals and 
civilians serving sentences of imprisonment. It was stated that there 
were 1,047 Japanese left to complete their sentences. They would be 
freed in due course. 

20 Nov.—Steel Production. Pravda reported that Soviet Union 
steel production would exceed 38 million tons in 1953 or more than 
twice the production of 1940. In giving the figure, Pravda criticized the 
steel mills at Seversky and Novy for slack management and insufficient 
production. It also complained that the coal industry was lagging in 
the supply of coking coal and that there were cases of scrap iron 
shortage. 

25 Nov.—Austria. The three western Powers delivered identical 
Notes in which they pointed out that the Soviet Government had 
ignored in its Note of 3 November the western Powers’ invitation to 
discuss the Austrian State treaty at a meeting of the four Foreign 
Ministers at Lugano and had confined itself to the suggestion that 
the question should be pursued through diplomatic means—a sug 
gestion which had not been accompanied by any proposal. After 
emphasizing the long delay in concluding an Austrian treaty and after 
repeating formally that they had withdrawn the abbreviated draft 
treaty, the three Powers stated that in their view it was only the Soviet 
attitude which scood in the way of a resumption of discussions, and they 
offered to study any Soviet proposal aiming at an Austrian settlement 
which did not raise extraneous issues. If the Soviet Government were 
unable in the very near future to participate in a Foreign Ministers 
conference, the three Powers hoped it would agree to the resumption of 
the work of the deputies at a date convenient to the Soviet Government. 
If, however, the Soviet Government preferred to make proposals 
through diplomatic channels and would give indication of the basis 01 
which they would be prepared to conclude the treaty, the westem 
Powers would give such proposals prompt and careful consideration. 
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Finland. A Finnish-Soviet trade agreement for 1954 was signed in 
Moscow. The value of the exchange provided for showed a decrease 
of 3,000 m. finnmarks on the 1953 figure, and also fell short of the 
exchanges foreseen in the five-year treaty and its supplement. 

26 Nov.—Note to Western Powers. A Soviet reply to the western 
Note of 16 November was handed to the representatives of the three 
western Powers in Moscow. The Note began by denying that the Soviet 
Government had rejected in its Note of 13 November the western 

roposal for a Foreign Ministers’ conference and said that, on the con- 
trary, it had proposed the summoning of a five-Power conference to dis- 
cuss measures to ease international tension and a four-Power conference 
to discuss the German problem. It again insisted that the time was ripe 
to examine measures to ease international tension as a whole, and that 
a five-Power meeting of Foreign Ministers to include China should 
therefore not be further delayed. 

The Note repeated the objections expressed in the Soviet Note of 
; November concerning the creation of a European army and the 
establishment of military bases on the territories of European states, 
and rejected the argument put forward in the western Note of 16 
November that the Soviet attitude amounted to a demand that the 
United States, Great Britain, and France should abandon plans for their 
own security. It said that the western statement that a defenceless 
western Europe seemed to be the price for the Soviet participation in a 
conference was equally unfounded and obviously made for propaganda 
purposes, and it again alleged that the creation of a European army was 
an attempt to rebuild German imperial armed forces and therefore a 
threat to world peace. The Soviet Government considered that the 
security of western Europe would be more lasting if it were based, not 
on setting western against eastern countries, but on mutual agreements 
with all European countries to secure European security. Such agree- 
ments should be based on earlier commitments agreed to by the coun- 
tries concerned and designed to prevent new acts of aggression. The 
Soviet Government was prepared to work on these lines with other 
European countries irrespective of their social systems. In addition, a 
solution of the German problem, which was of vital importance to 
European security, should be realized in order to restore the unity and 
independence of Germany as a democratic and peace-loving State. 

In conclusion, the Soviet Government noted that the participation of 
the western Powers in a Foreign Ministers’ conference would not be 
subject to any pre-conditions. In an endeavour to co-operate in a 
speedier settlement of the most pressing problems, the Soviet Govern- 
ment was ready to take part in a Foreign Ministers’ conference and 
suggested Berlin as the meeting place, but it gave notice that it would 
raise at such a meeting the question of convening at an early date a five- 
Power meeting. 

Marriages to Foreigners. The Praesidium of the Supreme Soviet 
revoked the ban on Soviet citizens marrying foreigners which had been 
imposed on 15 February 1947. 

28 Nov.—Communist Party Dismissals. Moscow radio announced 
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that Mr V. M. Andrianov and Mr Ignatov, respectively First anj 
Second Secretaries of the Leningrad Regional Communist Party, haj 
been dismissed and replaced by Mr F. R. Kozlov and MrG. I. Vorobyey. 

Great Britain.—Sir William Hayter, British Ambassador, paid ; 
courtesy call on Mr Malenkov. It was the first interview granted to ; 
western Ambassador since Mr Malenkov became Prime Minister, 

30 Nov.—Protest to Pakistan (see Pakistan). 

1 Dec.—U.N. Technical Assistance Programme. It was learned 
that the Soviet Union had made two stipulations in regard to its 4 m, 
roubles contribution to the expanded programme of U.N. technical 
assistance: first, that it would not be made available in any currency 
except roubles, and would therefore have to be used for financing 
Soviet exports or for sending nationals of under-developed countries 
to Russia for training; and secondly, that the specialized agencies of 
which Russia was not a member (i.e. the majority) should not benefit 
from the grant. 

2 Dec.—Soviet-Indian Trade Agreement (see India). 

Ambassador to Peking. It was announced that Mr Pavel Yudin 
had been appointed to succeed Mr Kuznetsov as Ambassador in 
Peking. 


WORLD COUNCIL OF PEACE. 28 Nov.—A session in Vienna of 
the Communist-sponsored World Council of Peace ended after five 
days of meetings. No resolutions were adopted. 


YUGOSLAVIA. 20 Nov.—Balkan Defence. Talks between members 
of the Yugoslav, Greek, and Turkish general staffs ended, and it was 
announced that agreement had been reached on problems of mutual 
defensive collaboration in the event of aggression. 

22 Nov.—General Election. Polling for elections to 282 of the 352 
seats in the Federal Council took place by secret ballot. Alternative 
candidates to the Socialist Alliance candidates had been put forward in 
twenty of the constituencies. 

24 Nov.—It was announced that four non-Socialist Alliance candi- 
dates had been successful in the election to the Sobranye, the National 
Assembly of the Republic of Macedonia. 

26 Nov.—Japan. It was announced that Japan had been awarded a 
contract valued at $14 m. for the erection of a viscose factory a 
Loznica. Implementation of the contract was dependent on Yug0- 
slavia obtaining the International Bank’s permission to devote dollar 
funds to the purpose. 

Election. It was announced that the number of abstentions or spoiled 
ballot papers was 1,572,575 or about 15 per cent of the electorate. 

28 Nov.—Amnesty. An amnesty was announced granting “% 
immediate pardon to 5,312 persons, including many political prisoners, 
and a remission of sentences for another 1,882. 

29 Nov.—Trieste. In a speech at Jajce, Bosnia, on the tenth ann'- 
versary of the foundation of the Communist regime, Marshal Tito said 
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that Yugoslavia would agree to the withdrawal of both armies from the 
Italo-Yugoslav border and was ready to decide the Trieste issue with- 
out armies. He repeated that Yugoslavia was willing to attend a five- 
Power conference provided there was no intention of carrying out the 
decision of 8 October in its entirety, and he again proposed that the city 
of Trieste should go to Italy and the Slovene-populated hinterland to 
Yugoslavia. He demanded that the western Powers should tell Italy that 
they would not support her imperialist claims: otherwise there might be 
further clashes in the future. The Trieste problem would not be difficult 
to solve, he said, if more goodwill was shown on the other side. Yugo- 
slavia would ask for no more than was vital to her. Marshal Tito 
declared during the course of his speech that Sir Winston Churchill 
had revealed in his memoirs that the allies had been ready to ‘shoot at 
us’ in order to prevent Yugoslavia getting Trieste in 1945. The Yugo- 
slavs had been right then to withdraw to avoid a disaster. But since then 
they had not been asleep, but had waited for the allies to realize the 
great injustice done to them. 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS 


Malta General Election. 
North Atlantic Council, Paris. 
Rhodesia and Nyasaland Federal Election. 


Minorities Sub-commission of U.N. Trusteeship Council, 
New York. 


Commonwealth Finance Ministers, Sydney. 
Southern Rhodesian General Election. 


U.N. Economic and Social Council, 17th session, New 
York. 


